
14Days Epic Uganda birding and wildlife safari.

Sites to be visited, Mabamba swamp, Ziwa rhino sanctuary, Murchison fall national park, kibale
forest national park, Queen Elizabeth national park, Bwindi impenetrable national park,
Mgahinga gorilla national park, lake bunyonyi, lake Mburo national park.

Highlights;

a) Gorilla tracking

b) Chimpanzee tracking

c) Bird watching is everywhere.

d) Boat cruise excursions

e) Golden monkey tracking

f) Game walking safari

g) Game drives

Day 1: Aug 20th 2020. Arrival, Welcome to Uganda “the pearl of Arica’’

Arrive through Entebbe international airport, and be received by safari driver guide who will
introduce you to the pearl of Africa and be driven to the lodge for dinner and overnight stay.
Accommodation: Lake Victoria View Guest House.

Day 2: Aug 21st 2020. Bird Watching to Mabamba and Entebbe botanical gardens.

Early breakfast and transfer to Mabamba Swamp 50 kms west of Kampala. Birds that you might
see along the way to the swamp are papyrus specialties such as the Papyrus Gonolek, White
winged warbler, Nothern brown Throated, Weyns, golden backed, orange weaver to mention but
a few. Move to Mabamba swamps most of the birdiwatching here is done canoeing as we look out
for the rare Shoebill Stork, African Water rail, Allen’s and Purple Gallinule, Squacco, Goliath,
Purple, Grey Herons, a variety of Egrets, ducks etc. After visiting the swamp we drive back to
Entebbe for lunch, we stay at Lake Victoria View guest House.

On this day Afternoon is birding in the botanical gardens looking for forest species like black and
white casqued hornbill, Africa harrier hawk, white throated bee eater, yellow vented bulbul,
Augur buzzard, northern grey headed sparrow, ruppels long tailed starling,woodland kingfisher
and more. Optional visit Uganda Wildlife Education Centre (UWEC)



Day3, Aug 22nd 2020: Transfer to Murchison Falls Park via Ziwa Rhino sanctuary.

After breakfast at your accommodation in Kampala, embark on the trip to Murchison Falls
National Park in the north of Uganda, a journey of 311km about 5 hours’ drive. You traverse
through the undulating hill slopes of Nakasongola before branching off at Nakitoma for 7 km to
Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary just 176km north of Kampala. Ziwa Rhino and Wildlife Ranch is the proud
home of the only wild rhinos in Uganda following their extinction and thus offers an
unforgettable Rhino tracking experience. Ziwa is the only place where you will be able to see
rhinos in the wild.

Presently the sanctuary is home to over twenty southern white Rhinos. The sanctuary has become
increasingly popular with tourists who come for rhino trekking, bird watching, nature walks and
relaxation.

After this activity, you will continue on the drive to Murchison Falls National Park for dinner and
overnight. Accommodation: Pakuba Safari Lodge.

Day4, Aug 23rd 2020: Morning game drive & boat cruise along the Nile to the bottom of the
falls and hike to top of the falls.

You will wake up very early in the morning to go for a morning game drive where you will have a
chance to spot early risers and nocturnal species before they return to their hideouts. This is the
most beautiful national park in Uganda and this is because it hosts 4/5 of the big 5 animals and
also it also home to one of the most beautiful and powerful falls in the world so far.

Traverse the rolling plains of Uganda’s largest National Park before returning later to the lodge
for breakfast. The 3,893 sq. km park is home to a range of animals, and you will have a chance of
viewing some Park residents including lions, giraffes, Jackson’s hartebeests, antelopes, buffalo,
and bird species like Shoebill, Secretary bird, Red-necked Falcon, Heuglin’s Francolin,
Denham’s Bustard, Senegal Thick-Knee, Egyptian-plover, Rock Pranticole, Black-headed
Plover,African Skimmer, Bruce’s Green Pegion, Vinaceous dove, White-crested Turaco

In the afternoon, go for a boat trip to the base of Murchison Falls, where the Nile thunders
through a small 7meter gorge plunging 43meters into the Nile on the way to Lake Albert. Lots of
bird diversity can be spotted and numerous animals resting and drinking water along the banks of
the Nile. The most common ones being hippos, buffaloes, Nile crocodiles and birds include, the
African fish eagle, Yellow billed stork, Egyptian goose, Egrets, Malachite kingfisher among
others. The launch cruise will take you close to the falls’ base where you will be shown the spot
where Ernest Hemingway’s plane crashed during sightseeing tour to Murchison falls in 1954.
You can then get off the boat and go hiking up the side of the falls to the top.



After the cruise, you will drive back to the lodge for dinner and overnight.

Accommodation: Pakuba Safari Lodge

Day5, Aug 24th 2020: Bird to Royal mile in the budongo forest and head to Hoima

We will bird the Royal mile for magnificent species, We will Look out for but not limited to the
Puvel’s Illadopsis and Nahan’s Francolin other special birds include; the Yellow-billed Barbet,
Greythroated Barbet, Honeyguide Greenbul, Chocolate–backed Kingfisher, White-headed Saw-
wing, White Wagtail, Black-eared Ground-Thrush among others.

Overnight atKontiki hotel Hoima.

Day6, Aug 25th 2020: Transfer to Kibale national park.

After breakfast, embark on the transfer to kibale park Area about 4-5 hours’ drive traversing the
rural sceneries and traditional homesteads of Kagadi district before suddenly getting into
Kyenjojo and eventually Fort Portal town where you’ll have hot lunch.

Drive to the lodge and take a rest before you continue to bird along Kibale forest edges that
harbors the greatest variety and concentration of primates found anywhere in East Africa and is
famous for its Chimpanzees. Kibale protects a remarkable 13 primate species, including the very
localized Red Colobus and L’Hoest’s Monkey, Galagos, Blue monkey, Red-tailed and Vervet
Monkeys.

Kibale Forest has the highest number of recorded sightings of the Green-breasted Pitta, which is
another sought after bird of Uganda. Other birds include: African Pitta, Grey-winged Robin, Red-
winged Francolin, Joyful Greenbul, White-naped Pigeon, Abyssinian Ground-Thrush, Red-
chested Flufftail, White-bellied Crested Flycatcher, Uganda Woodland Warbler, White-collared
Oliveback, Leaf-love, African Broadbill, Willcock’s Honeyguide, White-winged Warbler, White-
spotted Flufftail, Scaly-throated Honeyguide. Dinner and overnight at Isunga Lodge.

Day7, Aug 26th 2020: Morning Chimpanzee trekking & Bigodi wetland walk.

After an early breakfast, drive to Kanyanchu, Kibale Park Headquarters, by 8.00a.m for
chimpanzee pre-trekking briefing by the park staff. The Chimpanzee trekking experience tends to
last 2 – 5 hours and including one hour of direct encounter with these amazing creatures. In
addition to chimps, Kibale forest is home to other primates including the red-tailed and grey-
cheeked Mangabey, Phoestes, blue and red-Colobuses. There are many beautiful birds’ species,
butterflies and many small insects as well.



A visit to Bigodi swamp ecotourism site, given its astounding flora and fauna, will be worth it too.
The swamp has numerous populations of birds, a wide range of over 138 different species of birds
including the Great Blue Turaco, Black-throated Apalis, Forest Robin, Dusky-blue Flycatcher,
African Shrike-flycatcher, Brown and Scaly breasted illadopses, Fire Crested alethes. Black-
bellied Seedcracker inhabits the forest edge and primates that reside this swamp. Retreat from this
activity and return to the lodge for relaxation dinner and overnight. Today you’ll have hot lunch
at Home stay where you will learn about peoples way of living, culture and customs in a
community

Accommodation: Isunga Lodge

Day8, Aug 27th 2020: Transfer to Queen Elizabeth NP & launch cruise along Kazinga
Channel.

After breakfast, undertake a trip to Queen Elizabeth National Park in the south of Kibale, a
journey of 157km about 3 hours’ drive. Traverse through the banana plantations and magnificent
plain landscapes of Kasese.

Proceed on the trip to Queen Elizabeth National Park for an afternoon boat cruise along the 45km
long Kazinga Channel. In the afternoon we take a two-hour boat trip on the Kazinga Channel.
Mammals prominent here include; Lion, Leopard, Spotted Hyena, African Elephant, African
Buffalo, Giraffe, Uganda Kob, Common Bushbuck, Hippopotamus, Common Warthog and the
spectacular Giant Forest-Hog, the largest and undeniably least attractive pig on earth.

There are many key bird species in the area; White-faced Whistling & Knob-billed Ducks,
African Spoonbill, Open-billed & Saddle-billed Storks, Collared Pratincole, Water Thick-knee,
Spur-winged & African Wattled Plovers, African Skimmer, Martial Eagle, Gabon & Slender-
tailed Nightjars, Black-rumped Button-quail, Common Quail, Malachite Kingfisher, Verreaux’s
Eagle-Owl, Black Bee-eater, White-tailed Lark, Fan-tailed Widowbird, Black-headed & Papyrus
Gonoleks, Winding & Carruther’s Cisticolas, Red-chested & Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, Swamp
Flycatcher, Grey-capped &White-winged Warblers, Yellow backed & Slender-billed Weavers,
Papyrus Canary.

Retreat from the 2 hour activity; engage in an afternoon game drive along the channel track as
you head to the lodge for relaxation, dinner and overnight.

Accommodation: Queen Elizabeth Park View Tourist Lodge.

Day9, Aug 28th 2020: Morning game drive & transfer to Ishasha sector

After a morning cup of African coffee, engage in an early game drive in the undulating savannah
plains of Queen Elizabeth National Park and the extensive Kasenyi tracks to explore the park’s



unique scenery marked with numerous herds of wildlife including lions, leopards, elephants,
buffaloes, water bucks, jackals and flocks of unfamiliar bird species.

The game drive normally lasts for 3 – 4 hours after which you return to the lodge for relaxation
and lunch before you transfer to Ishasha sector for a short evening game drive as you head to the
lodge. Accommodation: Topi Lodge

Day10, Aug 29th 2020: Do morning game drive in Ishasha sector and Transfer to Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park.

After breakfast, before you embark on the trip to Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in south
western part of Uganda. You undertake a game drive in this part of park searching for the tree
climbing lions and other savannah bird species like White-faced Whistling & Knob-billed Ducks,
African Spoonbill, Open-billed & Saddle-billed Storks, Collared Pratincole, Water Thick-knee,
Spur-winged & African Wattled Plovers, African Skimmer, Martial Eagle, Gabon & Slender-
tailed Nightjars, Black-rumped Button-quail, Common Quail, Malachite Kingfisher, Verreaux’s
Eagle-Owl, Black Bee-eater, White-tailed Lark, Fan-tailed Widowbird, Black-headed & Papyrus
Gonoleks, Winding & Carruther’s Cisticolas, Red-chested & Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, Swamp
Flycatcher, Grey-capped &White-winged Warblers, Yellow backed & Slender-billed Weavers,
Papyrus Canary.

Ishasha sector is well endowed with the infamous climbing lions together with other wild game
that dwell in this woodland part of the park. The tree climbing lions prefer to lie flat on fig tree
branches in the mid-morning sun while waiting for their prey. After this encounter, proceed on
the drive to Bwindi arriving in the evening for relaxation, dinner and overnight.

Accommodation: Rushaga gorilla camp

Day11, Aug 30th 2020: Bwindi Gorilla trekking & transfer to Mgahinga Gorilla national
Park

After an early breakfast, you will take a packed lunch, have a briefing by the game guides at the
park headquarters and start your gorilla trail. Hiking through the thick, verdant, rainforest to
eventually come across the gorillas in their natural habitat, is an amazing and unforgettable
experience.

This encounter takes between 2 to 9 hours and is the highlight of an Africa exploration safari. You
will only have 1 hour of close contact with these calm gentle apes, take pictures and get
acquainted to them. You are free to shoot as many photos as you desire before you retreat from
the activity to return to the starting point. After this encounter, transfer to Mgahinga gorilla
national park which is about 1:30hours drive to the lodge for relaxation and overnight stay at
Kisoro Traveller Hotel



Day12: Aug 31st. 2020: Golden monkey tracking at Mgahinga NP. Transfer to lake
Bunyonyi.

After your breakfast, you will undertake the golden monkey tracking where you have a chance to
encounter the other critically endangered primates known to exist only in the Virunga massif in
this part of the world and also a spot for montane habitat for some endemic bird species like white
starred robin, Handsome Francolin, Dusky Turtle Dove, Western Green Tinkerbird, Rwenzori
Doubler Collered Sunbird, Dwarf Honey guide, Mountain Burzard, Olive Thrush, Archers’s
Robin,Brown Wood Warbler, Doherty’s Bush shrike, Rwenzori Turaco, Rwenzori Nightjar,
Malachite Sun bird, Kivu Ground Thrush, if we are lucky. Return from the activity and transfer to
L.bunyonyi for relaxation, for dinner and overnight.

Accommodation: Birdnest Resort Bunyonyi

Day13: Sept 1st 2020. Visit the islands on Lake Bunyonyi, and transfer to Lake Mburo
National park.

After a relaxed breakfast, you will undertake a tour on Lake Bunyonyi, spending the entire day at
Uganda’s deepest lake, dubbed the lake of a thousand Islands. You explore the attractive
landscapes of the lake and impressive relief of Kigezi region. Reach out to some of its 29 Virgin
Islands amidst the pleasantly undulating hills of Kigezi.

After this, embark on the trip to Lake Mburo National Park, a journey of 199km about 4 – 5 hours’
drive traversing the impressive plain lands in the countryside of south western Uganda before
getting to Igongo Cultural Center 12km past Mbarara town for a traditional sumptuous lunch.

Proceed to Lake Mburo National Park for an evening game drive where you will encounter
Ruthchild giraffes,wothhog, buaffalos,elands,impalas and other savanah birds like Greater Blue
Eared Starling, White-Winged Warbler, Trilling cisticola, Carruthers’ Cisticola, Papyrus Gonolek,
Sulpher Breasted Bush Shrike, Tabora cistcola, white winged tit, African pendurine tit, Nubian
wood pecker, Black Billed Wood Dove Green backed pecker, Yellow-billed Oxpecker. Retire for
dinner and overnight. Accommodation: Rwakobo Rock lodge.

Day14. Sept 2nd 2020: Guided Walking safari, proceed to Entebbe for Departure.

After breakfast, embark on a fascinating game walking safari after the sunrise to explore the
magnificent savannah acacia landscapes with gentle rolling hills marked with the extrusive Kopje
rocks and other ancient Precambrian rocks that have existed in that locality for the past 500
million years. The animals which can be encountered include; Impala antelope which only exists
in this small but rich national park, Lake Mburo National park, Burchell’s Zebra, Rothschild



Giraffes, Topis, water bucks, warthogs, among other wildlife and other species which you might
have on previous day.

Later, undertake the transfer back to Kampala after breakfast, a journey of about 240km,
approximately 4 hours’ drive. You will make a stop at Uganda Equator crossing Kayabwe for
lunch and photos for memories. Depart in the evening through Entebbe international airport.

End of your 14Days Epic Uganda birding and wildlife safari

Cost per person: $3894.95

Included:

! all permits (Chimpanzee, Gorilla, Golden Monkey)

! Park entries

! Deluxe Safari Vehicle

! Lodging and meals as specified (or similar if not

available)

! Drinking water in the Vehicle

! Expert guide and driver

Not included:

! Tips

! Items of a personal nature

! International Airfare

! Drinks beyond what is included with meals.


